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Minister of Health. The person selected was Sir
Arthur Griffiths-Boscawen, who was a former
Minister of Agriculture in the Coalition Ministry.
His policy and views, however, were distasteful to
a powerful section of the Press, and his defeat in
two reasonably "safe" Conservative constituencies
made it apparent that the new Minister could not
clear the preliminary hurdle of finding a seat in
Parliament.

It became necessary therefore to say farewell to
Sir Arthur as Minister and to find a new Minister
of Health. Mr. Chamberlain, who was known as an
authority on housing with considerable municipal
experience, was a fairly obvious choice, especially as
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry, Lord
Onslow, was a peer. Mr. Chamberlain's appointment
was the more clearly indicated, as he was at that time
in what was obviously for his case a temporary posi-
tion. Indeed his transference from the Post Office
to the position of Paymaster-General was no doubt
influenced by the desire to be ready against the
contingency of having to find a new Minister of
Health.

This was undoubtedly an appointment after Mr.
Chamberlain's own heart, for the Department in-
cluded, and was mainly concerned with those subjects,
of the housing and health of the people, which had
first awakened his interest in politics and to which
he had been loyal during the years of his municipal
administration in Birmingham and as a back-bench
Member of Parliament. These were matters in
which he was already versed, and on which he had
views founded on personal experience and research.
His own interest in the work, however, and his
natural desire to fill the office did not blind him
to the fact that he had found much to criticize in the
previous administration of the Ministry. He gave